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Nationality       :  Indian 

  Academic Qualifications:    ---MA (Political Science--LNMU, Darbhanga)                                                               



         ---MPhil (International Organization--JNU, New Delhi)--with                                          



             specialisation in Disability and Human Rights issues in the                    



             Global Context

                                                         ---PhD (International Organization-JNU, New Delhi)—with                                                          specialisation in Disability and Human Rights issues in Indian Context 

                                                          ---Post- PhD (International Organization-JNU, New Delhi)— 
                                            with specialisation in Disability Studies in Indian Perspective
          

Present Position held :  

                                               (i)    Working as part of faculty at Centre for Promotion of Human Rights Teaching and Research (HURITER), School of International Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi since 23rd June, 2000 (on temporary basis);     

                                              (ii)    Honorary President, Society for Disability and Rehabilitation Studies, New Delhi (India); .            

                                              (iii)    Chairman, Working Group on Empowering the Disabled for the 11th Five Year Plan (2007—2012), constituted by Planning                             Commission, Government of India;                             
                                          (iv)     Member, NHRC Core Group on Disability/ Govt. of India; and 

                                               (v)    Member, Consultative Committee on SCs, OBCs, and Social Welfare for Mid- Term Appraisal of 11th Five Year Plan (constituted by Planning Commission/ Government of India).  
M. Phil. Title               : The United Nations and the Rights of the Disabled Persons
Ph. D. Title                  : United  Nations, India  and the Rights of Disabled Persons
Post—Ph.D. Title       :  Disability Studies in India: Issues and Challenges  

M. Phil. /Ph. D. /Post- Ph. D. Supervisor/ Co- Supervisor : 

                                   (1) Late Professor K. P. Saksena 

                                     School of International Studies,

                                     Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi-110067(India)

                                               

                                   (2) Professor C. S. R. Murthy

                                         School of International Studies,

                                     Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi-110067 (India) 

Summary of M. Phil. Research Work;  

The MPhil dissertation (carried out at the School of International Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi), consisting of six chapters, is an academic endeavour marked by theoretical and critical assessment of several interlinked aspects related to the global problem of disability as also promotion and protection of the rights of the persons with disabilities. This research work is intended to analyze the United Nations role and activities for the promotion and observance of the human rights of the persons with disabilities from rights - based paradigm, and thereby making certain suggestions for their empowerment.  

Summary of Ph. D. Research Work;  

This research work, carried out at the School of International  Studies of  JNU, is the first major attempt to analyze the United Nations concern  and  activities for the promotion and protection of human rights of the most vulnerable section  of  the society—disabled  persons, with specific reference to the  rights  of  disabled  persons in India. Reviewing the cross- cultural perception of health, illness  and disability through the ages, it provides an assessment of the disability  rights movement worldwide, which has gained  momentum during past couple of decades and its impact on public policy. The study also promises a comprehensive and systematic analysis of the global problem of disability from rights - based paradigm, thus incorporating certain suggestions to improve the policy prescriptions for empowering the persons  with disabilities .
Summary of Post- Ph. D. Research Work; 
In the aftermath of disability rights movement since the decade of 1970s, the issue of disability has metamorphosed from a purely individual medical/ clinical problem to a human rights and developmental issue. Consequently, the field of Disability Studies has originated from the womb of disability rights movement as its theoretical arm and rapidly gained recognition as a separate academic discipline in the universities and academic institutions of the Western countries and elsewhere—such as, the USA, the UK, Canada, Australia, Sweden, Denmark, South Africa, South America, Japan and Srilanka; and degrees/ diplomas ranging from graduation to post doctorate are offered in this area. However, in our country, which has the dubious distinction of being the country with the highest population of the persons with disabilities in the world, the situation is quite appalling and reverse. Notwithstanding plethora of studies and research carried out within the rubric of Disability Studies in developed societies; this area is still a grey and unexplored. This has led to the issue of disability being studied as merely the part of the syllabi of certain specific disciplines and that, too, in  a rather piece-meal fashion. Thus, this study attempts to provide a brief recapitulation of the growth of Disability Studies in the Western universities, and thereby exploring the prospects for introducing the teaching of this emerging academic area in the Indian universities and academic institutions.  . 

Methodology Adopted in Research : 

Theoretical, analytical, participatory action and rights - based approach 

Specialization in Research : International  Organization with specialization in Disability Studies and Human Rights related issues
Position(s) held : 

December, 1989---December, 1991    : Junior Research Fellow (UGC), SIS, JNU, New Delhi

December, 1991---December, 1994    : Senior Research Fellow (UGC), SIS, JNU, New Delhi

June, 1995--- June, 1996                     : Special Doctoral  Fellow(UGC), SIS, JNU, New Delhi

January, 1997 – January, 1998           : Special  Post- Ph. D. Fellow(JNU), SIS, JNU, New Delhi

June, 2000-till date                       : Working as a Research Officer (on temporary basis) at Centre for Promotion of Human Rights Teaching and Research (HURITER), School of International Studies, Jawaharlal  Nehru University, New Delhi (India) 

Awards/ Distinctions  : (i)  Awarded MCM Scholarship upto Degree level ;

                                       (ii)  Awarded National Merit Scholarship at the Master level for standing                        
             first at the BA Hons. Exam. in Political Science (LNMU, Darbhanga);

                                       (iii) Awarded Junior Research Fellowship in December,1989 by the UGC                    



  to pursue research work  leading to the award of MPhil/ PhD degree 


             at SIS, JNU, New Delhi; 

                                     (iv) Awarded one–year Special Doctoral Fellowshipby UGC to complete PhD research  work;

                                      (v)  Awarded one-year Special Post- PhD.Fellowship by JNU, New Delhi;

                                      (vi) Conferred Himotkarsh National Integration Award for Excellence in        Education at Una (Himachal Pradesh, India) on 13th February, 2005 among eleven distinguished personalities selected by the jury for their significant contribution in different areas. 

Membership/ Associateship: 

                                            (i)  Honorary President, Society for Disability and Rehabilitation    Studies, New Delhi (India);

                                        (ii)  Member, Editorial Board, Disabilities and Impairments (a half-              yearly research journal on disability related issues), published from New Delhi;      
   


                           (iii)  Editor, International  Journal  of  Disability  Studies (a half yearly 


            interdisciplinary  journal devoted  to disability, rehabilitation and                      


            human rights issues);  


                          (iv) Chief Editor, Vikalangata Sameeksha  (a half- yearly magazine - in 


            Hindi-devoted  to disability related issues);

                                       (v)  Chairman, Working Group on Empowering the Disabled for the 11th Five- Year Plan, 2007- 2012 (constituted by Planning           Commission, Government of India); 

                                      (vi)  Member, Steering Committee on Social Welfare and other Special Groups for the 11th Five Year Plan (2007-2012), constituted by the Planning Commission, Govt. of India under the Chairmanship of Dr Bhalchandra Mungekar (Member, Planning Commission, Govt. of India);


                        (vii)   Associate Member, Society for Disability Studies (USA); 

                                  (viii)    Associate Member, Disability Studies Association (UK); 

(ix)    Member, Review Board, The Review of Disability Studies (USA);

 (x)    Editorial Advisor, The Journal of Literary Disability (UK);

(xi)  Member, Editorial Board, International Journal of Therapy and        
Rehabilitation (UK);

(xii) Member, Review Board, Journal of Sexuality and Disability   (Netherlands) 

(xiii)  Member, NHRC Core Group on Disability (constituted by NHRC/ Govt. of India to monitor the implementation (by the Union and State Governments) of the UN Convention on Rights of Persons with Disabilities); 

                                     (xiv)  Member, National Task Force on Housing (constituted by Ministry 

                     of Urban Development & Housing, Govt. of India);  
                                     (xv)  Member, Consultative Committee on SCs, OBCs, and Social Welfare for Mid- Term Appraisal of 11th Five Year Plan (constituted by Planning Commission/ Government of India); 
                                    (xvi)   Member, Core Group on Disability Studies (constituted by Govt,. of Kerala); 
                                   (xvii)  Member, Committee to Draft a New Legislation to replace the Persons with Disabilities (Equal Opportunities, Protection of Rights and Full Participation Act), 1995 –constituted by Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment, Government of India; and  

                                   (xviii) Member, Curriculum Development in Disability Studies for IGNOU Students at Graduate level (constituted by NCDS, IGNOU, New Delhi)       

PUBLICATIONS : 

(a) Chapter contributed : 

    G. N. Karna and K. Gaharana (1994) Disability  and  the  rights  of  disabled persons, in K. P.                            Saksena (Ed) Human  Rights : Perspective  and  Challenges  beyond  1990s 
                  (New Delhi : Lancer Books). 

(b) Chapter under publication :   

     G. N. Karna (2008) Teaching Disability Studies in India: emerging issues and trends, in :    Susan Gabel et al (Eds) Disability Studies in Education: An International Reader (New York: Peter Lang Publishers).     

(c) Books  Published : 

     (i) G. N. Karna (1999) United  Nations  and  the  Rights  of  Disabled  Persons :  A  Study  
 
                                 in Indian Perspective (New Delhi).
     (ii)------------------(2001) Disability Studies  in  India: Retrospects  and  Prospects (New Delhi : 
                                 Gyan Publishing House). 

(d) Book(s) under Publication; 

     (i) G. N. Karna  (2010a) Disability and Human Rights: An International Perspective                      (New Delhi: Deep & Deep Publications).

     (ii)----------------------(2010b) Employment Rights of Disabled Women in India (New Delhi: 
 


            National Commission for Women, New Delhi).

      (iii)-----------et al (Eds)(2010c) Disability Human Rights, Law and Policy (New Delhi:                                                           Discovery Publishing House).    
(e)  Manuscripts of Books (in Progress) for Publication: 

      (i) G. N. Karna (Ed)(2009-10a) Contemporary Issues in Disability Studies  (New York: Peter 




Lang). 

      (ii) ---------------------(2009-10b) Teaching of Disability Studies in Indian Universities and Academic Institutions: A Study of Trends and Issues (New York: Peter Lang). 

      (iii) ---------------(Eds)(2009-10e) Disability, Sexuality and Human Rights (New York: Peter Lang). 

       (iv) -------------et al (Eds)(2012) Encyclopedia  of Disability Studies, 5  Vols. (New Delhi:            Discovery Publishing  House).  

(f) Papers  Published / Contributed : 

      (1) G. N. Karna  (2008) Disability rights in a global context, editorial, International Journal of 
                                  Therapy and Rehabilitation, 15 (10), 01 October, pp 420 - 421
      (2) -----------------(2006)  Disability studies in India: emerging issues and trends, International Journal of Disability Studies, special issue on ‘Disability Studies in India: New Directions for Future’, 2(1), Jan.-June, pp. 4-42. 

     (3) ---------------- (2003)  Empowerment of the disabled in rural India : a community based          rehabilitation approach, International  Journal of  Disability Studies, special  issue on “Empowerment of Disabled Persons in  India”,  1(1),July.-Dec., pp.5-18. 

     (4) ---------------(2002a) Disability and human rights: an international perspective,           International Journal of Disability Studies, special issue on ‘Disability  and Human Rights’,  1(1), Jan.-Mar., pp.3-27.  
    (5)------------------ (2002b)  Disability and the politics of discrimination, Human Rights 


                                    Perspective, 1 (1), pp. 

    (6)-------------------(2000a) Impaired  rehabilitation,  The Pioneer (New  Delhi), Jan.24.
    (7)------------------(2000b)  Disabled human  rights, The Pioneer ( New  Delhi), Feb.11.
    (8) ------------------(2000c) Disability Studies in India : issues  and  challenges, International   Journal of  Disability Studies, inaugural issue on ‘Disability and Social Policy in the New  Millennium’,1(1),Oct.-Dec., pp. 20-40.
    (9)------------------(2000d) Disability rights movement: conceptual framework and its   implications for India, Disabilities and Impairments, 14(1), 15-22.

   (10) ----------------(1999)    Disabled perspective,  The  Pioneer (New  Delhi), Dec.8. 

      (11)-----------------(1988a)   Human rights of disabled persons under the UN System, Third  Concept, April , pp.19-20. 

   (12)----------------(1988b)   Disabled  in  India : their  welfare  and  rehabilitation, JNU News,              April, pp. 32-  34,39.
   (13)----------------(1988c)   Education for the upliftment of the disabled, Third Concept, June, 
 


   pp.21-22.  

      (g) Monographs / Articles Published : 

      G. N. Karna (2007) Promotion of Disability Studies in Education, Monograph Series No. 1 : 

                 Disability Studies in India: Role of Institutions of Higher Education (New 


      Delhi : Society for Disability and Rehabilitation Studies).  

     -----------------(2008) Disability Studies in India: New Directions for Future, Monograph Series No. 2: Disability Studies in Higher Education (New Delhi: Society for Disability and Rehabilitation Studies).  

      (h) Monographs (in Progress) for Publication; 

        G. N. Karna (2009-10a) Disability Studies in India: Role of Distance Education”, Series No.4, Disability Studies in Higher Education (New Delhi: Society for Disability and Rehabilitation Studies).  

         ------------------(2009-10b) Disability Studies in Policy Making in India, Series No.6, 
                 Disability Studies in Higher Education (New Delhi: Society for Disability and Rehabilitation Studies).  

(i) Research Paper(s)/Occasional Papers under submission for Publication: 

     (i) G.N. Karna (2010a) Disability rights movement in India: past, present and future,                Disability and Society (UK). 

      (ii) ------------------(2010b) Theory of Social Justice: A Marxian Perspective, Human Rights Quarterly (USA)

     (iii)------------------(2010c) Political Theory in the Era of Political Modernization, Political Science Quarterly (USA)   
     (iv)------------------(2010d) Disability and Rawl’s Theory of Justice: A Critique, Journal of Review of Disability Studies (USA)

     (v) ------------------(2010e) Disability and Human Rights in Contemporary International Politics, India Quarterly (India) 
     (vi) -----------------(2010f) Review article on disability studies in social science research in India, Journal  of Disability Studies Quarterly (USA).
     (vii)-----------------(2010g) Disability and social policy in cross-cultural perspectives, Journal of  Disability Policy  Studies (USA) .
     (viii)----------------(2010h)Some observations on Teaching and Research on Disability 

                      Studies in India, Disability World (USA).                                      
     (ix)-----------------(2010i) Disability and Policy Making Process in India, New Zealand Journal of Disability Studies (New Zealand).

     (x) -----------------(2010j) Assessing the Impact of United Nations Convention on Rights of Persons with Disabilities on Domestic Legislations in India, Journal of School of International Studies (India)

National/ International/ Regional Seminars/Symposia/

Conferences/ Workshops organized;

(1) National Seminar on “Disability and Social Policy in the New Millennium” (under the      
auspices of the Society for Disability and Rehabilitation Studies—SDRS, New Delhi) on 
27th December, 2000 at LLC Auditorium, JNU, New Delhi, India; 
(2)  A special session on" Globalization and the Rights of Vulnerable"(covering the Rights of Disabled Persons, Women and Children) as part of International Conference on Globalization. Development and Human Rights  (sponsored by International Political Science Association (IPSA)—Human Rights Research Committee (HRRC) and co-sponsored by the Society for Disability and Rehabilitation Studies, organised at IIC, New Delhi, India, on 20th –24th November, 2002. under the auspices of the Institute for World Congress on Human Rights (IWCOHR) and HURITER, School of International Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi; 
(3)   National Seminar on the theme of “Disability and Human Rights” was jointly organized by the Society for Disability and Rehabilitation Studies and the Centre for Human Rights Teaching & Research (HURITER) / SIS / JNU, New Delhi on 2nd February, 2002 at the Committee Room of SSS-II of JNU, New Delhi, India;
(4) National Symposium on the theme of "Disability in Rural India: Issues and. Challenges"   was organized by the SDRS on 3rd December, 2002 (on the occasion of International Day of Disabled Persons) at PG Department of Botany, LNMU, Darbhanga (Bihar, India); 
(5)  National Symposium on the theme of “Disability and Public Policy in Historical    
Perspective” was jointly organized by the SDRS and HURITER, School of International 
Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University (New Delhi) on 22nd –24th October 2003 (on the 
occasion of the United Nations Foundation Day) at JNU, New Delhi, India; 

(6)    National Summit on “Disability Human Rights, Law and Policy”  was jointly organized by   the SDRS and the HURITER, School of  International Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University (New Delhi) on 1st –4th  December 2004 (on the occasion of the International Day of Disabled Persons) at JNU, New Delhi, India;

(7)     National Workshop on “Empowerment of Disabled Persons in India: A Community    Based Rehabilitation Model”– sponsored by Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment/ Government of India and other organizations/ agencies -- was organized by the SDRS on 
20th – 21st March, 2005 at S. R. B. Inter College, Samastipur (Bihar), India;
(8) National Symposium on “Disability Studies in India : New Directions for Future”  was     held under the auspices of the SDRS at JNU, New Delhi, India, on 5th –8th July, 2006; 

(9)  Workshop on “Disability Rights and We” was organized jointly by the SDRS and the RCI   at Shimla (Himachal Preadesh, India) on 27th July, 2006; 

 (10)  National Seminar on “Employment Rights of Disabled Women in India” was organized by the SDRS at ISIC, New Delhi, India on 8th –11th March, 2007; 
(11)  Regional Workshop on “Human Resource Development in Disability Sector” was jointly organized by the SDRS and the RCI at Shimla (Himachal Preadesh, India) on 10th March, 2007; 

(12)   National Seminar on “Disability Rights Movement in India: Past, Present and Future” was    held at Chandigarh, India, on 23rd March, 2007; 

(13)  Regional  “Painting Competition on Disability Rights: Shifts from Charity to Human Rights" was organized for college/ university students of fine arts at Shimla (Himachal Pradesh, India) on 20th April, 2007 under the auspices of the Society for Disability and Rehabilitation Studies—HP Chapter, Shimla, India;
(14)  National Symposium on “Sexual Empowerment of Disabled Women in India” was jointly organized by the SDRS (New Delhi), Social Action and Research Foundation—SARF(New Delhi) and National Association for the Blind--NAB (Bangalore) at NAB, Bangalore, India, on 2nd –4th October, 2007 (on the occasion of Gandhi Jayanti).;    

(15) Human Rights Day Seminar on “Implementation of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities” was organized (jointly by the SDRS and HURITER, School of International Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi, India) on 10th –11th December, 2007 at SIS, JNU, New Delhi; 

(16)  National Congress on “Disability Studies in Secondary and Higher Education in India” was organized by the SDRS at ISIC, New Delhi, India, on 19th –21st March, 2008; 

.(17) National Workshop on “Facilitating Public Transportation for Persons with Disabilities”    was jointly organized by the SDRS and School of Education & HRD, Dravidian University, Kuppam (Andhra Pradesh, India); 
(18) National Workshop on “Sexual Empowerment of Disabled Persons in India” at Govt. Medical College & Hospital, Chandigarh, India, on 4th – 6th October, 2008 (organized under the joint auspices of the SDRS, New Delhi and GMCH, Chandigarh, India); and

(19) National Symposium on “Teaching of Disability Studies in India: Role of Distance Education” held at Dravidian University, Kuppam, Andhra Pradesh, India,  on 22nd – 24th January, 2009 (organized jointly by the SDRS, New Delhi and School of Education & HRD, Dravidian University, Kuppam (Andhra Pradesh, India). 

(20) National Symposium on “Road Designs and Accessibility for Persons with Disabilities”  held at ISIC, New Delhi on 6th – 8th March, 2009 at ISIC, New Delhi (under the auspices of the SDRS, New Delhi, India). 

(21) Regional Workshop on “Entrepreneurship and Skill Development of Disabled Persons in Rural India” held at CMJ College, Donwarihat, Madhubani, Bihar on 22nd to 24th March, 2009 (under the auspices of the SDRS, New Delhi, India);
(22)   International Conference on “Education, Research and Innovations for Inclusive Societies” held on 19th –21st March, 2009 (jointly by the SDRS and School of Education & HRD, Dravidian University, Kuppam, Andhra Pradesh) at Dravidian University, Kuppam, Andhra Pradesh, India; 
(23)  National Workshop on “Model Curriculum Development in Disability Studies in India” held on 12th to 14th February, 2010 (under the joint auspices of SDRS and HURITER, SIS, JNU) at SIS, JNU, New Delhi; 

(24)  National Symposium on “Disability, Human Rights and Global Warming” held on 20th to 22nd March, 2010 (under the auspices of SDRS) at ISIC, New Delhi; 

(25)  National Congress on “Road Designs and Accessibility for Persons with Disabilities in Rural and Hilly Areas” held on 23rd March, 2010 (under the auspices of the SDRS) at UT Guest House, Chandigarh; 

(26)  National Symposium on “Accessibility of Water and Sanitation for Persons with Disabilities in India” held on 25th – 26th March, 2010 (under the auspices of the SDRS) at Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore; and 

(27)   National Congress on “Implementation of UN Convention on Rights of Persons with Disabilities in India” (under the auspices of the SDRS0 at ATI, Hyderabad on 27th to 29th March, 2010. 

Major Research Projects Completed;

        (1)    The Teaching of Disability Studies in Indian Universities and Academic Institutions: A Study of Trends and Issues (commissioned by Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment, Govt. of India). 

(2)      Employment Rights of Disabled Women in India: A Study of Compliance and Impact of the Persons with Disabilities Act with Special Reference to UP, Rajasthan, Bihar, Maharastra and Tamilnadu (commissioned by National Commission for Women, Govt. of India).  

(3)     Employment of Persons with Disabilities in Public Sectors in India -- Emerging Issues and Trends: An Evaluation Study with Special Reference to Persons with Disabilities  Act, 1995 with Special Reference to seven States of India—such as, Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan, West Bengal, Tamil Nadu, Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh and Bihar (commissioned by Planning Commission, Govt. of India).

(4)    Empowerment of Disabled Youth and Adolescents in India : A Study with Special Reference to North Eastern and Hilly States (covering Twelve Indian states--Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Chhattisgarh, Himachal Pradesh, Jammu & Kashmir, Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh, Manipur, Meghalaya, Nagaland, Sikkim and Tripura (commissioned by Ministry of Youth Affairs, Govt. of India).

   Major National/ International Programmes/ Fora addressed;

(1) Delivered Inaugural lecture at the 20th Annual Conference of the Society for Disability Studies (Chicago: USA) held on 31st May to 2nd June, 2007 at Seattle, USA (on the theme of “Disability studies in India : New Directions for Future”);

(2)   Presented a research paper on the theme of “Disability Studies in India: Role of Institutions of Higher Education” at the 6th Annual Disability Studies in Education Conference held at College of Education, Michigan State University, East Lansing (USA) on 18th –20th May, 2006;  

(3)      Presented a research paper on the topic of “Some Reflections on Disability and Public Policy in Cross Cultural Perspectives” at the 17th Annual Meeting of the Society for Disability Studies, held at Missouri (USA) on 3rd- 6th June, 2004;   

(4) Presented a research paper on the theme of “Disability Studies in India : Emerging  Trends and Issues” at the Inaugural Conference of Disability Studies Association on the theme of Disability Studies : Theory , Policy and Practice”, jointly organised by Lancaster, Leeds and York Universities at Lancaster University (UK) on 4th –6th September  2003; 
(5) Delivered the keynote address at the UGC--sponsored National Seminar on “Law and Social Problems in India”, organized by Department of Law, Calcutta University, Calcutta (West Bengal)/ India on March 16-17, 2002 (on the theme of Rights of Disabled Persons); and
(6)    Presented a research paper on the theme of “Rights of Disabled Persons” at the 3rd World Congress on Human Rights held at Maurya Sheraton Hotel, New Delhi on 10th –15th December, 1990  (under the joint auspices of the HURITER, SIS, JNU and UN Centre for Human Rights, Geneva).  

(7)     Delivered lecture(s) at Refresher/ Orientation Course conducted by UGC for Faculties in Political Science/ Human Rights/ International Law at Jamia Millia Islamia (New Delhi) and Indian Law Institute (New Delhi) in 2007. 

     (8)       Submitted a Paper for Presentation on “Teaching of Disability Studies in India: Role of Distance Education”, at  25th Annual Pacific Rim Conference to be held in Honolulu,

                Hawai`i ,USA, on 4th –5th May, 2009. 

Major Contribution in Disability Sector; 

The SDRS under the leadership of Dr G. N. Karna (i. e. the undersigned) has played a crucial role in developing and getting the emerging area of Disability Studies recognized by the Government of India as an academic discipline to be taught in colleges and universities throughout the country and the same has been incorporated in the Comprehensive Action Plan on Disability of the Ministry of HRD, Government of India as also the Report of Working Group on Empowering the Disabled for the 11th Five- Year Plan, 2007-2012 (constituted by Planning Commission, Govt. of India). This Report of the Working Group has been acclaimed nationally and internationally as the most comprehensive covering whole gamut of issues related to empowering the persons with disabilities in Indian perspective. Thus, the undersigned has also been actively involved in working for empowering the persons with disabilities. 

Names and Addresses of Referees : 

  (i)   Shri B. K. Chaturvedi, IAS                       (ii)  Shri Kuldip Nayar                                                                                                          Member                                                            (Ex- MP, Rajya Sabha & formerly                                                                                                                                    Planning Commission, Govt. of India,              Indian High Commissioner to the UK)                                                                                 Yojana Bhawan, Sansad Marg,                        Res.: D-7/2, Vasant Vihar,                                                                                                                                   New Delhi –110001                                                   New Delhi-110057                                                                                                                     Tel.:011-23096594(O)/23793245 (R)                       Tel.: 011-26142388/ 26145450                                                                                                                                           E-mail : bkchaturvedi@nic.in                                     Mob.: 9818309444
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